
April 23, 2016 was the date of our recent FHH Annual    

fund-raising banquet in Milwaukee, WI and we want to take 

this opportunity to thank everyone who had a part in   

making it an enjoyable, successful evening.  This includes 

the volunteers on the Banquet Committee who worked for 

months in planning and carrying out the event, volunteers 

who served the night of the event, silent and oral auction 

donors, staff at the Wisconsin Club, FHH board member Dr. 

Timothy  Bedient who served as the emcee, FHH board 

President Dr. Thomas Mahn, auctioneer Steve “the Homer” 

True, inspirational speakers Dr. Catherine Wolf, nurse 

Cherlie Severe and new FHH Director of Development     

Judith Romelus and, of course, all the wonderful, generous 

dedicated people who attended and other generous donors 

who contributed financially but were unable to attend.  

Thank you for your generosity, your faithfulness to FHH 

and your commitment to helping the poor and needy in 

Haiti.  You are all special and we appreciate you very much. 

Thanks For a Successful Milwaukee Banquet! 
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 Celebrating 10 Years! 

FHH Board Member Dr. Tim Bedient and his aunt, 

FHH Executive Director Dr. Katie Wolf during the 

10th Anniversary Celebration. 

FHH Board of Directors.  Left to Right— Dr. Tom Mahn, Dr. Tim Bedient,          

George Jelich, Dr. Katie Wolf, Karen Tredwell, William Schweitzer,         

Wayne Siesennop, Ralph Minor 
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NOTES FROM THE FIELD 

Centre de Sante de Gatineau (Gatineau Health 

Center) has been very busy lately with increasing numbers 

of patients coming to our doorstep for medical care.  As we 

mentioned in a previous newsletter, due to increasing competi-

tion for our services, many patients are coming to the clinic 

the evening before and sleeping on the clinic porch on our 

benches.  This enables them to be first in line for a number to 

be seen the next day in clinic, after which they can go home 

while the day is still young.  We are now seeing up to 20 or 

more patients sitting on the benches in the late afternoon and 

evening, waiting for their turn to be seen the following day!  

We have set up a bucket with drinking water on the clinic 

porch and keep the latrines open for them to use during the 

night, but they have to sleep on the hard floor or the benches.  

The human price of health care here in Haiti is significant. 

 

In addition to seeing increasing numbers of patients, we have 

been expanding our services to our patients.  Due to the    

generosity of some of our donors, we are now able to perform 

EKG’s and limited ultrasound exams.  The ultrasound is          

especially useful for our prenatal patients and we have been  

getting more and more of them coming to us for prenatal care.  Thanks to the pathology services of 

Avera McKennan Hospital and the Avera teams of volunteers who come down to help us twice a year,  

we are able to offer Pap smear screening for cervical cancer to our patients.  We are working with local 

and US gynecologists to be sure that those patients with positive Pap smears receive the definitive care 

they need to avoid spread of early cancer. 

 

Our patients are usually very grateful for their care in our clinic but 

sometimes their gratitude goes over the top.  This occurs when 

they come to us with a medical problem for which they have been 

seeking care at other institutions without any positive result.  When 

they achieve success through our interventions or treatment, they 

are overwhelmed with gratitude!  An example of this occurred    

recently when an 8 year old girl named Banachca Clervil was 

brought by her parents to the clinic.  They initially told me that she 

had a fever and cold symptoms.  Then, they added that her right 

ear hurt.  Finally, the mother admitted that “maybe she had   

something like a stone in her ear”.  “A stone in her ear,” I thought.  

I’ve seen hair beads, corn kernels and bean seeds in ears but never 

a stone.  But, I proceeded to look in her ear and, sure enough, she 

had a small dark pebble in her right ear canal.  I was unable to pull 

it out with forceps, so I irrigated the ear and got out not only the    

pebble, but lots of ear wax that had built up from the time the  

pebble was stuck in the ear!  The mother, on seeing what came out of 

Patients early in the morning after spending the 

night sleeping on the clinic benches. 

Dr. Wolf finishing a Pap smear on a    

patient in the clinic, thanks to the Avera 

Hospital system. Continued on Page 4 



At the home office in Wisconsin, we were lucky to be 

able  to work with our first intern.  George Weschler, a 

recent graduate of Marquette University, spent his final 

semester working with our Director of Development,   

Judith Romelus.   Below are some reflections from  

George himself: 

My initial placement as an Intern at Friends for Health was 

unexpected and I must say truly random, but the stars 

somehow aligned.  

I want to give you a brief background of me and my family’s 

story involving Haiti. After the Earthquake hit in 2010 my 

mother went down to support those in need as a nurse.  

Since then, my family has been filling barrels with donations 

of shoes, school supplies, medical supplies, linens, etc.  

Fast forward four years later, I am in the office of Judith Romelus, FHH’s Director of Development       

interviewing for a possible internship. After explaining my brief background and knowledge of Haiti,    

Judith ended the interview with a question for me, “George, do you believe in God?” 

As an intern, one of my responsibilities was to work during the FHH annual banquet. It was then that I 

was able to hear the history of Friends for Health in Haiti from Dr. Wolf and Cherlie Severe. It was      

inspiring to see their passion and eagerness to serve. After their talks, there was a live auction. During 

the action, I was taken back by the generosity of the Friends for Health in Haiti banquet attendees. It 

made me smile, as I looked around and saw that others were smiling as they were donating.  The     

banquet attendees displayed a lot of love, generosity, and passion for FHH’s work. My experience at the 

10th anniversary banquet was simply incredible! 

I am grateful for the opportunity to have interned at Friends for Health in Haiti. It was an unforgettable 

experience.  You see, I was previously placed at another internship site, but the paperwork held up the 

process.  With great frustration, I was forced to put in a second request for another internship site. This 

time, to my surprise, I was placed with an organization doing work in Haiti! So to answer that one   

question Judith: Do I believe in God? Yes. Yes, I do. 

Intern George Weschler and FHH Director of        

Development Judith Romelus at our annual banquet. 

INTERNING WITH FRIENDS FOR HEALTH IN HAITI 



Centre de Sante Gatineau, continued... 

her child’s ear, shouted out her thanks to the Lord, 

raising her hands in the air and hugging   and  

kissing me and Cherlie over and over as she  

manifested her joy at the success of our            

intervention.  We were happy to be a part of her 

daughter’s healing and said silent prayers to the 

Lord for the successful outcome. 

Unfortunately, not all outcomes are as positive    

as that of Banachca.  Esnet Louis came the same 

week for a consultation for abdominal pain and 

swelling.  This 43 year old man had been to    

some of the best hospitals in the country and     

still wasn’t certain as to the cause of his         

problems.  It was  obvious on examination that   

he had a  large liver tumor, most likely cancer.  

“We can’t guarantee that we can cure your        

illness here in  our clinic,” I told him, “but we 

promise we will tell you the truth about your      

diagnosis.”  That day, we shared with him not   

only the prognosis  for his tumor but also the     

life-changing message  of the Gospel.  He          

accepted Christ as his Savior and went home 

knowing that his body might not be healed but   

his soul had been.  Please pray for Esnet Louis  

and his walk with the Lord in the days ahead. 

 

 

Latrine project update 

We are happy to announce that 35 latrines in each 

of 2 communities have now been completed and  

latrines in two other communities are in the      

process of being built.  In the last two communities 

in our Water and Sanitation Program, recipients 

are being chosen, screened and put through a 

training course on 

the use and care of 

a latrine.  Materials 

will be  delivered to 

these last two   

communities in the 

next few weeks and 

we expect all      

latrines to be    

completed by the 

end of the summer.  

Many, many thanks 

to all who have  

contributed to this 

valuable and much 

appreciated project.  

We just trained   

another twelve  

Community        

Promoters in       

another six communities and have sent them out 

to do community education.  In a year, these           

communities will be eligible for having latrines built 

in their communities or capping underground 

springs to improve their water supply.  We’ll keep 

you updated as the program continues. 

   P.O. Box 122 

   Pewaukee, WI  53072 

   www.FriendsForHealthInHaiti.org 

   Phone:  262-227-9581 

   Email:   friendsforhealth@gmail.com 

   Blog: www.friendsforhealthinhaiti.wordpress.com 

   Facebook: www.facebook.com/friendsforhealthinhaiti 

 

NOTES FROM THE FIELD, CONTINUED... 

One of the newly completed latrines 

freshly painted by its owner in one  

of our Promoter Communities. 

Please Consider… 
Please consider becoming a monthly donor.   

Visit our website at 

www.FriendsForHealthInHaiti.org  

 

Click on the big yellow button.  On the      

donation page, enter your desired donation 

amount and check “Make This Recurring”.  

Thank you! 
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